
Appendix A – Consultation responses 

Issue of concern 
Discourages use of 

the park 

People 
parking on 
the street 

Waste of 
money 

School run 
parking 

Other Total 

Number of Comments 40 28 7 4 8 88

Number 
Date 
received 

Main Issue 
of concern 

For/ 
Against 

Summary of comments Full Comment 

1 16/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use and 
concerns over parking on 
the streets 

I am writing to state my objection to the introduction of car parking charges at Bouskell 
Park. People do not mind paying for a large park e.g. Bradgate Park, but Bouskell simply 
isn't big or 'grand' enough for people to be prepared to pay to go there. It is an 'every day' 
kind of park that people expect to be free.  
The result is - a reduction of people using the park (which would be a huge shame) and 
also people parking on the streets nearby which will cause issues for residents.  



2 16/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 

People parking on street, 
school parking & lighting 
may cause anti-social 
behaviour 

We certainly don’t or didn’t need the parking improvements at bouskel park blaby & the 
prices tge council want to charge are outrageous  this has ruined the parking scheme  for 
parents that park & walk to local schools as there’s no parking in the area for them so 
instead they block people in there drives since the building work started the park has 
been empty we definitely don’t need floor lighting for kids to gather round at night & 
smoke drugs & shout & drink what are you thinking Blaby district council why not sort the 
real issues out in blaby you could start with the flooding then the rd that cars race up & 
down then the grass verges on Welford rd the list is endless. 

3 16/10/2024 Waste of 
money Against 

Money needs to be spent 
on more important things 
such as flooding, ruins a 
conservation area, 
discourages use 

I'm response to the parking consultation, I wish to comment, specifically about the 
proposed charges at Bouskell Park. I believe the proposed introduction of parking 
charges at the park is morally wrong. My understanding is that the park was donated to 
the council at minimal cost, for the enjoyment of the local population. A park is a place 
that the council should be encouraging people to visit, rather than charging them to visit. 
The costs of upkeep of the park should come from the council budget, paid for by tax 
payers. I've already objected to the proposed changes to the park access, but was 
surprised to see that the changes to the carpark, installation of parking machines, and 
the installation of lighting is considered to fall under permitted development, when the 
park is in a conservation area. The installation of such machines is certainly not in 
keeping with the area.  
It's disappointing to see that work has already started to "improve" the car park. The level 
of work proposed was not required. The £400,000 cost is extortionate, and could be put 
to much better use by our council! Flooding issues are one such area, or better still, the 
ludicrous closure of the BMX track at Huncote. This track was of national importance, yet 
you'd rather spend the money on unnecessary carpark works. The council is voted in to 
represent the interests of its residents. This is not in the interest of the residents and has 
created much anger and ill feeling, and will be remembered when the time comes to 
vote.  



4 16/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use,  waste of 
money and parking on the 
streets 

Just want to add my voice to the number of people objecting the parking charges at 
Bouskell Park. This park is a community hub and encourages people to get out and walk 
with their dogs. If it's an issue with people parking all day there since the outrageous 
increase of the parking in Blaby carparks then just make a no return within 2 hours sign 
and stick it up. Just outside of the carpark there is plenty of space to park outside 
residents' houses for free which is what is going to happen if you introduce charges. This 
will congest the resident areas and not solve anything. It's such a waste of money to 
install these and discourages people getting active, we're a positive community if you 
want more funding then stick a box by the park that helps fund the maintenance of it and 
I'm sure you'll get donations. People will walk their dogs elsewhere if you introduce this 
and it will kill the buzz of the park. It's also a negative for older residents that need to drive 
to walk their pets in open areas. Also, why open it up for consultation when you've already 
began work?  

5 16/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Discourages use and 
parking on the streets 

To whom it may concern, I am email to raise concerns regarding the car parking charge at 
Bouskell park, Blaby. I am a resident on Sycamore street and have raised issues 
regarding parking on double yellow lined areas as well as speeding. I am concerned that 
the parking will deter people from visiting Bouskell park, and park on a busy main road 
which is already having issues with parking and traffic. Please could I ask the following 
questions, • what was the reasoning for car park changes? • what is the expected price 
per day you hope to achieve to cover costs of renovation? • Have you considers the 
implications to residents?, you already have traffic wardens will they be more traffic 
wardens? •Have you reviews current traffic issues on this road? 

6 16/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of the 
park and should be online 
survey 

Hi,First of all, it's extremely disappointing you have done a consultation which requires 
emails and not an online survey. Blaby district council constantly states how getting out 
for walking is important for our mental health and wellbeing but yet you try to restrict us 
from visiting parks and open spaces. I do not agree with the parking charges at Bouskell 
Park. My second concern is how you are analysing your results by asking for comments 
by email. Seem very backwards. 



7 17/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
Parking on the street and 
Discourages people to 
come to Blaby 

To whom it concerns, I wish to raise my concern about the plans to introduce parking 
charges at Bouskell Park. I think these plans will be detrimental to the area and cause 
congestion on the main road and side roads as people attempt to park in free off street 
parking bays.I also think it will cause a decrease in business to Blaby itself. Lots of people 
use Bouskell Park to walk their dogs or see it as a safe open space to take their children. 
People will just go to other areas or parks that offer free parking instead. This will reduce 
footfall within Blaby and affect local businesses.I hope that these views will be taken into 
consideration. 

8 17/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages people to 
come to Blaby, Street 
parking and School run 

Hello, Please see my comments attached! I don't use Bouskall park for parking so my 
opinion is not in a biased manner! Why? Is it to claw back money back into the council? 
Again if so why? It's a small village, shops shutting left right and centre - why would you 
then put a paid parking area in place! It's a local spot to walk to  school which gets kids to 
school in a safer manner- parking / school/ danger is a constant argument ! People use it 
to walk in and out of Blaby because you've made that area so isolated with parking 
restrictions therefore they are getting exercise - reducing costs on nhs for obesity - getting 
their steps in and improving less traffic in the area. People use it for the dog walk and 
walks - again why minimise that possibility!  
I think you're really trying to isolate Blaby with the parking and restrictions when actually 
it's a small village , with small and limited local offerings! Efforts should be concentrated 
on getting people into the village, building a community and generating self sufficient 
incomes That benefits all not a wheezly car park charge that will keep people out! Is that 
there is no imagination to grow a community project or no brain capacity to think of better 
ideas then car parks and charged? I'd be questioning who are in these jobs and why they 
can't come up with better, more innovative , social impacting, community growing 
ideas?? Thank you  

9 17/10/2024 Other Against Against the cost of the car 
park improvements 

I wish to object to the proposed introduction of parking charges at Bouskell Park, Blaby. I 
further object to the money being spent on the car park upgrade. This is a pleasant place 
to visit for a quiet and relaxing time. Being cost free is contributory to that. If charges are 
introduced I will not pay them so will either Park in a nearby street or not visit the park any 
more. I do not understand why this is being considered. There must be a cost involved in 
running such a system which is unlikely to be covered by charges levied if others feel the 
same as myself. I understand that a considerable amount of money (£400,000 ?) is being 
spent on the current car park upgrade. I presume that I, along with others, have 



contributed to this? I do not understand how you can go ahead with such a project 
without consulting the contributors?  

10 17/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Parking on the street 

I’d like to register my objection to the proposed charging for use of the car park. I 
happened to walk along Frear Close this morning and was shocked at the number of cars 
parked on the road, surely these can’t all belong to the residents. Heaven forbid an 
emergency vehicle needing to gain access to the Close. 
Thank you.  

11 17/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Pricing people out using 
the park, 

It's an absolute disgrace that you should be pricing people out of access to green spaces. 
Whoever proposed this should be ashamed of themselves. 

12 17/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 

Parking on the street and 
Discourages people to 
come to Blaby. Charges 
won't cover costs. 

I am not in agreement to charging for carparking in Blaby.  The residential streets are 
already clogged up with cars trying to use the village shops and employees.  This is 
because they are trying to avoid the costs and the hassle of the charges in the village car 
parks. I do not feel that these charges after the set up costs including the cost of the 
payment machine  and for an enforcer will anywhere near cover the costs. I feel that it will 
stop a lot of people using the park and coming to Blaby. If the fees are imposed then 2 
hours free would be the minimum that should be allowed to enable people to enjoy the 
park  

13 17/10/2024 Waste of 
money Against Waste of money, parking 

on streets. 

What a waste of money, no body is going to drive and pay to park at the park. This will just 
cause congestion and people parking in residential areas. Try listening to the members of 
public and spend money on things like sorting the flooding in areas around blaby Sent 
from my iPhone 



14 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages people 
coming to the park and 
Blaby. 

I am strongly objecting to the proposed car parking charges for the park. It totally goes 
against the premis of parks being open places for everyone to enjoy freely. In this era of 
large shopping malls being free to access, charging for car parking in small towns is 
slowly killing them. The council should not rely on our parks and local shopping areas to 
top up their coffers. 

15 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of the 
park, thinks charges 
should be reduced 

Good Morning, I believe this is the correct method to comment on the proposed car 
parking charges coming to Bouskell Park. I think if you are going to introduce car parking 
charges it should be a reduced fee to what has been proposed. I went there all the time 
as a child and went through the woodlands and did a big lap on my bike, conker collecting 
etc and i think it’s sad that introducing such car parking charges would limit families 
being able to create such memories. Not only this, but I came on a weekly basis with my 
daughter when I was on maternity leave to walk round and explore the park with her 
which helped me mentally and physically and it helped a lot that I wasn’t being expected 
to pay for the parking there either.  

16 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages visiting the 
park and goes against 
values 

I am writing in opposition to the introduction of the proposed parking enforcement 
measures to be introduced in Bouskell Park. Bouskell Park is widely used by couples, 
families and dog walkers. If parking charges were introduced, it would deter them from 
coming here and seeing the natural beauty the park brings. Introducing such charges 
goes against your vision of Blaby being a great place to live, work and visit. I understand 
your need to make money and balance your budget but a blanket charge of 7 days a week 
8am-6pm is unreasonable to local residents and your council tax payers. Although times 
are financially difficult, you do have a healthy General Reserve balance, I ask that you re-
think the charges.  Maybe consider one hour free parking and/or do as Hinckley & 
Bosworth BC do and have free parking after 3pm.  This would stop people parking here all 
day but is a compromise to the local community.Kind regards 

17 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages visiting the 
park and parking on the 
street 

I am writing in respect of the proposed parking charges for Bouskell Park. As greenspaces 
are increasingly developed into residential housing its important that access to the 
remaining park's and greenspaces remains free and accessible to residents in the Blaby 
District Council area. Its often cited that exercise and walks in nature are beneficial for 
peoples physical health and mental wellbeing. My concern would be that charging to park 
and access these spaces could act as deterrent to people using the park and less people 
would use the park. Additionally those that do not wish to pay for parking are likely to see 
free on street parking instead and may potentially cause traffic headaches for those living 



in the local area. I currently live on  and I am well aware of the impact of on 
street parking issues when there is insufficient parking for popular sites.  
There are already a number of car parks in the Blaby town centre that charge I don't see 
the benefit of adding a further car park. If the intention is to re-coup the costs of the work 
that is being undertaken then perhaps the costs of the works should be reconsidered. 
Best Wishes  

18 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 

Discourages people 
coming to Blaby and the 
park, cost and affect on 
mental health 

I am writing this email to let you know that I am against the proposed charges at Bouskell 
Park, Blaby. There were many reasons why I chose to buy a house in Blaby, the park being 
one of them. During Covid, I was very isolated and where I was living was not accessible 
to many. Here, my friends can come to the park, walk their dogs, and park with ease. (No 
room on my driveway) . I would walk with them. This improved my mental health and a 
step towards my physical health! I have lived here now for nearly 3 years and not once 
have I seen the park too full to park,  or people staying overly long.  

although it's used well, it is not overly crowded. The people did not ask for 
improvements and to start charging, will just drive people out of Blaby. Money is tight for 
a lot of people and even £1 can effect people's pockets. If they drive to Blaby, they will 
start parking on the streets and Welford Road is a dangerous road as it is. If people use 
other parks, they won't be paying either? I do not see how any council can possibly 
recoup this money and I already cannot afford my council tax .  Thank you for taking time 
to read this. A concerned Blaby resident 

19 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Cost- will use a different 
park 

I regularly use this carpark to walk my dog and the charges mean I would have to find 
another park. So disappointed in the council's choice  

20 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Reduce number of visitors 
to Blaby 

As someone who has recently moved to the area, I would argue against introducing 
parking charges to Bouskell Car Park. From FAQs, it suggests the funding secured to 
improve the space has not been directly from council's budget. If my understanding is 
correct, the statement of needing to recover these funds is invalid and misleading. 
Furthermore, it is likely to reduce the number of visits to the area,  which will impact local 
businesses as it's only a short walk way from a variety of shops (e.g. the fish and chip 
shop etc). Should it remain free, with more parking available, more people will visit 



Blaby's high street. I would argue that would generate more value than parking charges. 
Blaby isn't exactly a tourist destination - and the people that will be impacted the most 
will be the locals who will already be contributing to the areas upkeep via council tax. I 
would highly recommend that the charge is reconsidered - unless the council can 
evidence the value with data and accurate analysis of it. 

21 18/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 

Fed up of being charged, 
wont use the park 
anymore and waste of 
money,  

I personally think it is disgusting charging for parking. I have recntly had 2 hip operation 
separately done and the park helped my well being. If you charged I would not be able to 
visit this park.Car parking is now being used has a tax.I do not know what you are doing to 
the car park but there is nothing wrong with it, it’s just another waste of money. A 
consultation means you are going to introduce this new tax so I do not know why you are 
having it. I’m fed up every street I get out my car now you are trying to get income out of 
me to park my car.Now I am being charged to help my recovery walking around a small 
park.Well we’ll absolutely fed up car user. 

22 19/10/2024 School run Against school parking and money 
spent on refurb of car park 

To whom it may concern, As per your request to consult I am writing to this email to 
express my concern over the so called improvements to the Bouskall Park Car Park.  
Firstly, and I cannot emphasis this point of frustration strongly enough. How is it a 
consultation on the works when they have already started? It seems that the decision 
was made to introduce the car park and to allow charging without any consideration of 
the public desire, need or requirement. Secondly  

 we have been advising parents to use the car park to allow for children to be 
dropped off. Since the school has increased in size we have see substantial increases in 
traffic to surrounding areas at school times. Thai will obviously increase as we increase 
school numbers each term year for a further 3 years until we reach capacity. Charging 
parents at school drop off and pick up when Bouskall is empty seems entirely like an 
opportunistic intent. Are parents expected to pay 2 times per day over the school term? I 
would very much like to understand how this formed part of the wider planning 
consideration and parking review of the council? Thirdly, the proposed works have been 
costed at £400k. As someone who has worked for the past 20 years in commercial 
landscaping across the UK and on local projects  

supporting 
many other public and commercial projects, I am struggling to understand how a car park 
in a park such as Bouskall has been designed to such an extent it requires such 



substantial investment. Can I request to see the design, supporting consultation that 
arrived at said design, bill of quantities and the tender returns for this project? Can I also 
request the working in relation to which point you expect to see the proposed parking 
charges to return revenue to support the wider park as per previous publications from the 
council stating the revenue being a main driver in supporting the running of the park?  
Finally, wether the councils intent or not, the manner in which these works have been 
conducted, the complete lack of engagement with the local community and then the 
perceived rush to follow some sort of process after the event has only added in creating 
frustration upset and suspicion. I have never know a public project be given the go ahead 
so quickly before. I would therefore request the information showing the timescale and 
documentation provided for such works to proceed. Regards  

23 19/10/2024 Waste of 
money Against 

Car Park strategy is wrong 
and waste of money. EV 
charging is too expensive 
and 1 hour should be free 
at all car parks 

The lack of charging at Blaby council staff car parks is hypocritical and unfair. Permits 
should be charged for the with the revenue used to support the wider strategy. 
Narborough is adequately serviced by public transport so providing free staff car parking 
whilst implementing an over the top charging policy for residents is unfair and 
inconsistent.  
The map showing Enderby Leisure Centre omits the new extension and part of the 
existing car park - why? Is this part of a predetermined decision for Carlton park and the 
golf course. To charge for a leisure facility such as a park in Blaby is a disgrace. You are 
making the district an unattractive place to live, putting cost on to leisure, health and 
wellbeing. I object to the charges. Other revenue generating ideas should be sought.  1 
hour free parking as a minimum should be offered in all car parks to encourage wellbeing 
and stimulate economic activity in our town and village centres. Around Narborough 
where I live, you should look to the Queens Road area of Leicester who have a customer 
friendly approach to parking while managing commuter parking. The area is vibrant and 
prosperous. As an EV car owner I can with authority say that the EV charging points in any 
local Blaby District car park are useless to me as it’s cheaper and easier to charge at 
home. EV owners will generally only charge their car away from home on long journeys 
plus of 200 miles and will seek a charging capacity of over 50kw. Any less is too slow and 
would be over night only. I’ve yet to see a single car charge in a district car park. 
Suggesting you are wasting money and missing revenue, which is a concern to me as a 
council tax payer.  I look forward to my feedback being addressed within the final orders.  



24 19/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Telling us to get healthy 
then charging for it.  

You absolute CLOWNS, couldn’t make this up. You have the government advertising that 
your local GP is going to give you a prescription for 45 mins of nature a day, ie going out 
for a walk in green space areas, then you idiots think it’s a good idea to charge people to 
park in Bouskell Park. Well done in your efforts to fleece us and make us all less healthy.  
You can stuff your parking charges, I’ll go for a walk with my dog elsewhere. When have 
you ever listened to the people in the district on any consultation, never. You should 
spend all your time and efforts making the blaby district a better place for us to live, not 
continually coming up with ideas to charge us. What’s next, we’ll have to pay extra to get 
our bins emptied on top of our council tax. As a council you are a joke. When are you 
going to start your WOKE drive and waste more of our money.  

25 19/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Discourages use of park, 
Blaby and street parking 

I am writing with comments regarding your plans for charging in Bouskell Park.I have a list 
of points below which show my feelings on the proposals and will also reflect the feelings 
of many older members of our community who do not use modern technology or are 
unable to contribute to this consultation. 1. While the finished work will undoubtably look 
nicer than before, if you had asked the community do you want this done but there will be 
charges levied to use the new facility then my view would have been to leave the work 
undone and free to use. 2. The charges imposed off car parks in Blaby have led to a 
reduction of people using them and have impacted on the number of village residents 
using shopping and services in the village. Car users can get to Fosse Park in less than 10 
minutes where we can  access a wide range of shopping and refreshment outlets with no 
parking charges. Your proposals will have the same impact on potential users of the park. 
Why pay to park when I can go the area around Jennos, Fosse Meadows, and walk for 
upto 3 hours free of charge. Since their introduction I have not used a car park in the 
village. If I want to use village shops then I try to get a 30 minute slot on the road. This 
limits my support of local businesses because if I can’t get a free space I go home or shop 
elsewhere. The number of available spaces in Aldi has dropped dramatically because 
shopper park there and do a village task at the same time. These same factors can be 
applies to charges for leisure parking charges. 3. The introduction of charging will impact 
on the number of users which does nothing to promote the health and well being of 
village residents, something that the council says it wants to support. 4. Like in the 
villlage car parks a large percentage of the cost will be used to pay for the enforcement of 
the charges. In effect we are paying not for facilities but for a person to enforce you 
unnecessary rules.5. People will not be willing to pay, I certainly would not. This will lead 



to greater parking on roads around the park. The effect of this being a nuisance and 
pollution on local residents as well as a congestion and narrowing of the roads with 
potential safety issues which go along with this. 6. This ridiculous notion that people 
would accept not being able to pay charges with cash. There is a substantial proportion of 
village residents who do not use credit or debit cards and are unable or unwilling to use 
an app to pay. No parking  charge should exclude payment by cash. 7. The role of the 
council is to improve and support residents. This is what our council tax should be used 
for. This plan while a great principle, will more likely lead to less use of pretty looking 
facilities and further damage Blaby amenities. 8. In times where national government is 
making life for many elderly residents immensely hard your are adding to their burden. 
We pay a lot in council charges and if nothing else then residents within a mile of 
Bouskell Park should be given a free parking permit. Alternatively 2 hours free parking 
should be offered to all before charges apply. To me I rather than improve life for village 
residents it feels like the council are slowly strangling it. 

26 19/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Discourages use of park, 
Blaby and street parking 

To whom it may concern,  I would like to oppose parking charges at any parks. These are 
green spaces that should be available to all residents. They help with mental health 
issues and also great spaces for people to exercise- keep fit and healthy. Also the 
neighbouring school benefits from the parking. As someone who passes the area 
frequently- I feel the school parking is dangerous enough without adding additional cars 
parking on the surrounding streets. I cannot believe how out of touch this council is and I 
hope it will make the correct decision. This money would be vital in so many other areas. 

27 19/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of park/ 
Blaby, street parking and 
pollution increase 

I am writing in response to the proposed introduction of parking charges on Bouskell 
park. I am not in favour of this for the following reasons: 1) The current push to encourage 
good mental health by getting people to exercise and get outdoors is totally at odds your 
proposal. Your proposal is in every sense clearly a disincentive to travel to the park.  2) It 
will encourage parking on nearby roadsides, creating traffic hold ups and delays outside 
local houses, The clogging of driveways and nearby roads created by parents dropping off 
and picking up children from the local school is bad enough without adding to the 
problem by removing free access to parents wishing to avail themselves of 10 minutes 
free parking. 3) As well as access to the carpark being restricted to those who can use a 
payment card or phone to pay it discriminates against those who cannot do so. What 
alternative do you propose to offer to people who do not have a card or phone app? 4) It 
will discourage use of nearby local shops, I for one would rather drive the short distance 



to Fosse Park, and have free parking rather than pay. Obviously if we all do this you will be 
creating a pollution hazard, with increased exhaust emissions. 5) Some people use the 
car park more than once a day eg dog walkers , people dropping kids off at school, 
arriving by car. Your proposal takes a narrow view of those likely to use the park, there are 
many and varied users and not every will be willing or able to pay multiple times per day.  
If charging is introduced I will no longer be visiting the village as I believe it will remove the 
advantage of shopping locally,  and I will be going to other nearby places which have free 
parking.  Yours sincerley 

28 21/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
Residents shouldn't have 
to pay for the parks/ 
vehicle displacement 

To whom this may concern  
I am writing in relation to the current consultation to introduce parking charges to 
Bouskell Park once the works on the car park are completed. 
I wholeheartedly object to this proposal and think it is an ill thought out plan which will 
not raise funds for the maintenance of the new car park (as intended). Public opinion on 
this proposal is low and most residents will boycott the parking because the size and 
scale of the park does not warrant a charge, this is not Bradgate park, it takes ten minutes 
to walk around. Instead users of the car park will park on neighbouring roads and cause 
disruption at peak times. The car park was rarely full anyway and used mainly by dog 
walkers who are elderly and cannot walk far, or dogs that are elderly and cannot walk far. 
Other users are parents of Thistly meadows pupils who are engaging with the park and 
stride initiative and helping keep traffic outside the school to a minimum they use it for 
probably 20 minutes at a time, which under new proposals will cost £1.40 per day. All 
this policy does is penalise local residents and it is not “enhancing the visitor experience 
“, this was not asked for by residents and is hugely disruptive and costly and looking at 
how busy the car park was before these changes (not very) I struggle to see how this 
parking scheme will raise the funds anticipated.  
Please reconsider and do not penalise the local residents and users of this green space. 
Yours sincerely  



29 21/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 

People will park on the 
streets, should be free for 
a couple of hours and 
there should be a cash 
payment option 

Hi 
 
I appreciate the need to improve the car park. 
However i feel it will encourage street parking locally, causing a nuisance. 
Lots of people enjoy this space with their dogs. 
I feel it should be free for a couple of hours but a higher rate for longer periods to 
discourage people who park all day whilst at work. 
There should also be a cash option to pay.  

30 22/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 

Parents would park on the 
street, / Council tax 
should cover the parks 
without extra charges 

I object to the proposed charges for the following reasons: - 
• Parents use the car park as a base to walk their children to Thistly Meadow School. I see 
this as a positive thing to do. Charges would deter the parents from this action and tend 
to cause the cars to be parked on the busy Hospital Lane and surrounding roads. I see 
this as a negative thing to do and would direct the council’s attention to the scene 
outside Greenfield Primary School in Countesthorpe at starting and leaving times where 
there is no local car parking to speak of. 
• Bouskell Park is an amenity provided for the use and well-being of the local population. 
It should remain free to park there to encourage people to take exercise. Not everyone is 
able to walk or to cycle to the park. Parking charges as proposed will deter people from 
using the park. Do we not already pay council tax to pay for council services which should 
surely include the upkeep of the local environment including parks? 



31 22/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
People will park on the 
streets, the park should 
not incur a cost 

Hello 
I am writing to you to express my objection to the unnecessary proposed Bouskell Park, 
Blaby Proposed parking enforcement measures.  
I also feel upset that there was no public consultation prior to work being carried out to 
alter the car park with UK Shared Prosperity funding which residents should have had a 
say as to where it was to be spent. 
This is a small community park which is used by many members of the Blaby community. 
I feel that car parking charges will encourage people to park on residential streets in the 
local areas to avoid payment. This will create unsafe walking on pavements and driving 
conditions where there are no double yellow lines. Currently people use the park on a 
regular basis to keep fit and enjoy nature and not to go shopping as has been suggested. 
This car park is the jewel in the crown for Blaby residents which should not incur a charge 
to enjoy. 
Parents & school children use the car park to access Thistly Meadow Primary School in a 
safe way on foot (as there is no parent parking), without having to cross the road. 
Please pass my objection on when reporting on residents feelings on this matter. 

32 26/10/2024 School run Against 
Should offer 30 mins free 
for dog walkers/school run 

I think that no charge should be made for the first 30 minutes of parking. This will allow 
parents driving children to school to park and walk their children to Thistley Meadow. It 
will also allow regular dog walkers enough time to circuit the park. It will however stop 
people parking there all day to avoid paying on the other car parks. 

33 28/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Season Tickets good idea / 
Bouskell charges and 
Sunday charges  

Proposals to continue with the reintroduced parking season tickets at John's Court and 
Enderby road car parks Blaby is a good idea. It will encourage  residents to spend more 
time in the village with its shops and facilities.    
Proposals to introduce parking charges at Bouskell park  not a good idea. It would be a 
backward step. There are no facilities there such as toilets, playground areas or shops. 
Park uses with cars would just become cash cows for BDC.  
I also notice that charging  on a SUNDAY in Bouskell park is proposed. Does  BDC really 
want to create a situation whereby residents can park anywhere in Blaby on a Sunday 
without  incurring parking charges EXCEPT Bouskell park?    



34 28/10/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of park / 
cars will be displaced to 
the roads 

I write in respect of the proposed implementation of charges for Bouskell Park Car Park. I 
am very much against this proposal for the following reasons. 
The majority of visitors to the park are there to walk their dogs, they do this on a daily 
basis. People of all ages do this and for some of the more elderly the only way to do this is 
by driving to the park. The cost implication for them will be massive especially as we are 
in the middle of a well documented cost of living crisis. For many dog walkers this is an 
opportunity to meet up with others and probably the only interaction they get for the day if 
they work from home (as I do). When the charges are implemented visitors are more 
likely to park on the surrounding streets, as a local resident this is going to cause safety 
issues for cars that travel way too fast down Welford Road and for pedestrians as 
inconsiderate people will no doubt park on the pavements as is the case at present. 
I understand that to maintain our beautiful ‘jewel in the crown’ Bouskell, that funds need 
to be raised therefore I and many others would like to see one hour free parking. This 
would enable dog walkers to walk their dogs and parents to park and walk their children 
to school safely without added cost implications.  
I really am hoping that you take into consideration the views of residents as we weren’t 
consulted on the changes to the car park. 
Kind regards 

35 30/10/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Displacement of vehicles 
onto Freer Close 

As a resident of Freer Close Blaby, I wish to object against the proposed parking charges 
at Bouskell Park. 
My concern is that any parking charges will only encourage Bouskell visitors to park their 
vehicles for free, in Freer Close or nearby roads where there are no restrictions. 
We already have a number of Bouskell visitors parking their vehicles in Freer Close, 
especially when there is an event on.  Along with parking by local shop workers and 
people doing their shopping in Blaby village. Having an increase in numbers will only 
result in both road and pavement safety problems for the residents of Freer Close. 
I appreciate that living near to the centre of Blaby will attract people to park their vehicles 
wherever for free.  Therefore, charging for parking will only result in the majority of visitors 
looking for free parking elsewhere. Unless parking restrictions are implemented locally 
for the residents, Blaby car parks will remain generally unsupported thus resulting in loss 
of revenue. 



36 01/11/2024 Other Against Parks/Leisure should 
remain free 

I object to the charges that the council are trying to place on Bouskeell park in Blaby This 
field was given to the people of Blaby  by mr Bouskell who lived there for many years with 
his wife and son To charge people to use this park would go against his wishes , and we 
pay enough taxes at this time to cover the work being done at this time He left it for the 
public ,to be used by the public , i have lived in Blaby for many years quite near to 
bouskell park ,  so please no charges leisure- 

37 01/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of park, 
public transport already 
limited 

Subject: Objection to Proposed Car Parking Charges at Bouskell Park 
I am writing to formally express my strong objection to the proposed introduction of car 
parking charges at Bouskell Park in Blaby. As a local resident and frequent user of the 
park, I believe that implementing parking fees will have a number of negative effects on 
both the community and the accessibility of this cherished public space. 
Bouskell Park is a vital part of our community, providing an accessible and family-friendly 
space for people of all ages. Introducing parking charges risks discouraging families, 
older residents, and those with limited financial resources from enjoying this public 
facility. Additionally, many park visitors may choose to park in surrounding residential 
streets to avoid the charges, leading to congestion and inconvenience for local residents. 
Moreover, I am concerned that parking charges may disproportionately impact those who 
rely on their cars due to limited public transportation options. For many, visiting the park 
is one of the few accessible outdoor recreational activities, and additional costs could 
serve as an unnecessary barrier to entry. 
In light of these concerns, I urge Blaby District Council to reconsider the introduction of 
car parking charges at Bouskell Park. I believe that there are alternative ways to generate 
revenue or fund the park’s maintenance that would not restrict public access or 
negatively impact the community. 
Thank you for taking my concerns into consideration. I hope that Blaby District Council 
will prioritize the interests of the community in making this decision. 
Yours sincerely, 

38 01/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of 
park/displacement of 
vehicles 

Subject: Objection to Proposed Car Parking Charges at Bouskell Park 

I am writing to formally express my strong objection to the proposed introduction of car 
parking charges at Bouskell Park in Blaby. As a local resident and frequent user of the 
park, I believe that implementing parking fees will have a number of negative effects on 
both the community and the accessibility of this cherished public space. 



 
Bouskell Park is a vital part of our community, providing an accessible and family-friendly 
space for people of all ages. Introducing parking charges risks discouraging families, 
older residents, and those with limited financial resources from enjoying this public 
facility. Additionally, many park visitors may choose to park in surrounding residential 
streets to avoid the charges, leading to congestion and inconvenience for local residents. 
 
Moreover, I am concerned that parking charges may disproportionately impact those who 
rely on their cars due to limited public transportation options. For many, visiting the park 
is one of the few accessible outdoor recreational activities, and additional costs could 
serve as an unnecessary barrier to entry. 
 
In light of these concerns, I urge Blaby District Council to reconsider the introduction of 
car parking charges at Bouskell Park. I believe that there are alternative ways to generate 
revenue or fund the park’s maintenance that would not restrict public access or 
negatively impact the community. 
Thank you for taking my concerns into consideration. I hope that Blaby District Council 
will prioritize the interests of the community in making this decision. 
Yours sincerely 

39 01/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 

4 hours free should be 
offered/ people need to 
exercise more/ vehicles 
will be displaced 

Dear Sir. 
  
 I wish to submit my comments regarding a new parking strategy across the District. 
  
 Bouskell Park.  
  
 In a world where people are being constantly encouraged to exercise more and improve 
their physical health , your proposals  
 fail to appreciate that the vast majority of cars parked at Bouskell park belong to people 
using the park for exercise and recreation. 
 by applying charges you are simply denying people the opportunity to use the park for 
this purpose on a regular basis. 
  Many walking groups meet at the car park before going for lengthy walks. 
 This car park should remain free. 



  However, if you do apply charges, then the first 4 hours should be free to continue to 
support the community that use and enjoy the park. 
   
 Other comments 
  
 I  would argue against raising the parking charges across the District. Our shopping 
centres are already in a significant decline, additional charges just compound 
 that decline and reduce footfall. Not to mention the displacement of parking onto the 
side streets, especially by drivers who work in the shopping centres. 
  
 Another serious concern is the plan to phase out cash. a lot of drivers, especially the 
elderly, don't have these parking apps and rely on cash.  
 I personally went to pick up a person from Narborough Railway station recently.  I found I 
could not park as it was all paid for by a phone app that I don't have . No cash accepted. 
The Council should be trying to support the community and local business. Unfortunately 
it seems that parking is just another income stream to be squeezed and also a way to 
save money by passing on the payment management to external operators. 
Please implement a policy that supports the whole Community, not just the Council.  
Thank you. 

40 01/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Displacement of vehicles 
onto Freer Close 

To whom it may concern. 
Re: Car parking charges on Bouskell Park. 
I am a resident  
I have an objection to the proposal to implement car parking charges on Bouskell park, 
due to the impact on the surrounding area of additional cars parking on Freer Close trying 
to avoid the charges, this is already causing hazards at peek times with the car park 
currently closed.  

 Close, I already struggle 
reversing out of my garage due to parked cars giving poor visibility, limited space to 
manoeuvre and now with the increased volume of parked cars, turning cars I  am 
struggling to access and leave my property at peek safely times.   
Due to the impact of the additional cars parking I am extremely concerned and object to 
charges in the car park. 
Yours sincerely  



41 02/11/2024 Other Against 

Park not big enough to 
warrant charges / 
penalising parents and 
residents 

> To whom this may concern  
> I am writing in relation to the current consultation to introduce parking charges to 
Bouskell Park once the works on the car park are completed. 
> I wholeheartedly object to this proposal and think it is an ill thought out plan which will 
not raise funds for the maintenance of the new car park (as intended). Public opinion on 
this proposal is low and most residents will boycott the parking because the size and 
scale of the park does not warrant a charge, this is not Bradgate park, it takes ten minutes 
to walk around. Instead users of the car park will park on neighbouring roads and cause 
disruption at peak times. The car park was rarely full anyway and used mainly by dog 
walkers who are elderly and cannot walk far, or dogs that are elderly and cannot walk far. 
Other users are parents of Thistly meadows pupils who are engaging with the park and 
stride initiative and helping keep traffic outside the school to a minimum they use it for 
probably 20 minutes at a time, which under new proposals will cost £1.40 per day. All 
this policy does is penalise local residents and it is not “enhancing the visitor experience 
“, this was not asked for by residents and is hugely disruptive and costly and looking at 
how busy the car park was before these changes (not very) I struggle to see how this 
parking scheme will raise the funds anticipated. 
> Please reconsider and do not penalise the local residents and users of this green 
space. 
> Yours sincerely  

42 02/11/2024 Other Against 

Park not big enough to 
warrant charges / 
penalising parents and 
residents 

To whom this may concern 
I am writing in relation to the current consultation to introduce parking charges to 
Bouskell Park once the works on the car park are completed. 
I wholeheartedly object to this proposal and think it is an ill thought out plan which will 
not raise funds for the maintenance of the new car park (as intended). Public opinion on 
this proposal is low and most residents will boycott the parking because the size and 
scale of the park does not warrant a charge, this is not Bradgate park, it takes ten minutes 
to walk around. Instead users of the car park will park on neighbouring roads and cause 
disruption at peak times. The car park was rarely full anyway and used mainly by dog 
walkers who are elderly and cannot walk far, or dogs that are elderly and cannot walk far. 
Other users are parents of Thistly meadows pupils who are engaging with the park and 
stride initiative and helping keep traffic outside the school to a minimum they use it for 
probably 20 minutes at a time, which under new proposals will cost £1.40 per day. All 



this policy does is penalise local residents and it is not “enhancing the visitor experience 
“, this was not asked for by residents and is hugely disruptive and costly and looking at 
how busy the car park was before these changes (not very) I struggle to see how this 
parking scheme will raise the funds anticipated. 
Please reconsider and do not penalise the local residents and users of this green space. 
Yours sincerely 

43 02/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Parks should be free / 
displacement of vehicles 

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to express my strong objection to the 
proposed implementation of parking charges at Bouskell Park. 
Bouskell Park serves as a vital green space for our community, offering a place for 
recreation, relaxation, and social gathering. Introducing parking fees could deter visitors, 
particularly families and individuals who rely on this space for their well-being. Many 
local residents appreciate the park as a free resource, and charging for parking would 
disproportionately affect those who may already be facing financial constraints and in 
reality would generate little profit. 
Moreover, I believe that the introduction of parking charges may lead to unintended 
consequences, such as increased roadside parking in nearby residential areas, which 
could disrupt the local community and create safety concerns. Already this week with the 
parking being closed I have seen parking on the main road causing huge disruption on the 
walk to school. 
I urge the council to reconsider this proposal and explore alternative funding options that 
would preserve the accessibility of Bouskell Park for all community members. Thank you 
for considering my views on this important matter. 

44 02/11/2024 Waste of 
money Against 

Dsiplacement of 
vehicles/will not generate 
income 

To whom this may concern 
I am writing in relation to the current consultation to introduce parking charges to 
Bouskell Park once the works on the car park are completed. 
I wholeheartedly object to this proposal and think it is an ill thought out plan which will 
not raise funds for the maintenance of the new car park (as intended). Public opinion on 
this proposal is low and most residents will boycott the parking because the size and 
scale of the park does not warrant a charge, this is not Bradgate park, it takes ten minutes 



to walk around. Instead users of the car park will park on neighbouring roads and cause 
disruption at peak times. The car park was rarely full anyway and used mainly by dog 
walkers who are elderly and cannot walk far, or dogs that are elderly and cannot walk far. 
Other users are parents of Thistly meadows pupils who are engaging with the park and 
stride initiative and helping keep traffic outside the school to a minimum they use it for 
probably 20 minutes at a time, which under new proposals will cost £1.40 per day. All 
this policy does is penalise local residents and it is not “enhancing the visitor experience 
“, this was not asked for by residents and is hugely disruptive and costly and looking at 
how busy the car park was before these changes (not very) I struggle to see how this 
parking scheme will raise the funds anticipated. 
 
Please reconsider and do not penalise the local residents and users of this green space. 
 
Yours sincerely  

45 02/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Will not generate income / 
people will not use the 
park 

Sorry to see charges introduced. Not sure these results in a positive cost/benefit analysis 
taking into account cost of installation, maintenance and parking warden. 
Beyond this the alienation of the users and the great deterrent to use. 
Already spoilt shopping making it less attractive with car park charges. Assuming 
machine even working. Only use Aldi and their car park otherwise shop elsewhere to 
avoid parking cost and inconvenient machines. 
Please leave as it is rather than spending money to punish users. 

46 03/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement We feel parking charges at Bouskell park would cause parking problems in other areas of 
the Village i.e. on Welford road and Freer Close.  

47 03/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement As we want to encourage people to the Village we feel carparkiing charges would create 
problems by people parking on side streets nearby.  



48 03/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
Vehicle 
displacement/discourages 
use of the park 

I'm concerned about the proposal of introducing car park charges at Bouskell Park for a 
number of reasons. 
Firstly, it will increase parking on roads in Blaby near to the park as there will be people 
who would prefer not to pay for parking, this will increase traffic congestion in the area. 
This situation may lead to raising risks of accidents and also general frustration to locals. 
Secondly, as we all know there are many benefits accessing a park for walks and relaxing, 
etc. The benefits are for physical and mental health and general well-being. The charges 
would discourage people accessing the park who don't live in walking distance to the 
park and require using their car.   
Thirdly, disabled people and people with mobility problems will need to park to access 
the park and may be discouraged to use the park at all. 
Fourthly, people may just not access the park as regularly as they would like, because of 
the accumulative costs over a number of days per week. 
Yours Sincerely  

49 03/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Green spaces should be 
free/displacement of 
vehicles 

Hi, 
 
As a resident of Freer Close, I do not want parking charges introduced for the following 
reasons: 
- open, green spaces should be free for all to use, at all times. Parking charges may mean 
people drive further to walk for free, causing a negative environmental impact  
- charging for parking will encourage people to park for free on surrounding roads 
- parking in said roads, may cause congestion or increase the risk of accidents  
- the argument I saw alleging shoppers will use the car park is unfounded, however, 
walkers may be more likely to visit a local shop after their walk if parking is free. If parking 
is charged for they will be more likely to leave Blaby and shop elsewhere  
 
Please do not bring in the parking charges to Bouskell park. 

50 03/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
Displacement of vehicles / 
discourages visitors to 
Blaby 

I wish to put forward a strong objection to the proposal to implement parking charges atg 
Bouskell Park.  
Blaby has suffered already from parking charges being implemented over the last few 
years and if, as I do, you live anywhere near the centre of the village , the roads have 
become a free car park between the hours of 8 and 6. Not surprisingly this is already 
happening in the roads near Bouskell Park. When visiting a friend in Freer Close last week 



there was not an empty space to be found anywhere to park. My friend had actually had 
her drive blocked on Sunday morning by a car visiting the park.  
People visit the park often twice a day to walk their dogs and stay for half an hour at a 
time, they are not going to spend £1.40 a day to do this, and for some families who want 
to stay for longer they will just go elsewhere.  
We ,as Blaby residents, already pay for the maintenance of the park in our council tax and 
I feel it is unnecessary and an unfair step to now impose further costs. Blaby needs all the 
help it can get to attract visitors, shops are closing all the time and not reopening or are 
taken over by Turkish barbers. 
We need to encourage people to enjoy open spaces and exercise, not fine them for doing 
so. 
Please reconsider this poor decision, and consider the implications for the residents of 
Blaby.  
Yours sincerely  

51 04/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Displacement of vehicles 

I wish to object to the idea of parking charges in Bouskell Park, Blaby. Living in Freer 
Close, we already have cars parking on the road, on the pavements and even in front of 
the drive when park users decide to do so. This also happens with people who are too 
mean or, perhaps, too poor (!) to use designated car parks in the centre of Blaby, The 
introduction of charges in Bouskell Park will only mean further congestion and 
inconsideration in Freer Close by people who use the Park (a lot of them dog owners) and 
further inconvenience to those of us who live here. 
Please abandon this poorly thought through scheme.  

52 28/10/2024 Other Against 1 hour free parking should 
be offered 

Blaby Parish Council strongly objects to the proposed parking charges planned for 
Bouskell Park. 
Should charges be implemented, Slaby Parish Council would like the following 
proposals to be considered. 
• 1 hour of free parking 
• 3 hours free parking for blue badge holders. 
Yours sincerely 



53 28/10/2024 Waste of 
money Against 

More important things to 
do in Distrirct / street 
parking will be an issue 

Submitted as a hand written letter: 
Dear Madam, 
As daily users of the park and as residents of Blaby, from what I understand the sum of 
over £400,00 designated for the work is from central government funds with no 
contribution from BDC. I would suggest this work is just a way of generating money at the 
expense of the public.  
As people have said, the consultation process is the wrong way round. There are 
numerous things money could have been spent on to benefit the Blaby community. These 
include dealing with the regular flooding in the park near Blaby Hall, improving the 
pathway into the wooded area. Clearing ponds and drains to reduce flooding, improved 
access to the park & greater maintenance of the tree and surrounding hedges. In a wider 
contact is it fundamental that finding is allocated to LCC to deal with the constant 
flooding in Blaby every year for the benefit of businesses and residents of Blaby.  
The main is that there far more important issues to deal with than improving the car park, 
most regular users would tell you what issues.  
There will be issues with off-street parking that cause traffic & highways issues. There will 
be greater congestion and potential for accidents near to the school with a greater 
pressure on parking. We not that from your various press releases the work take between 
12 & 16 weeks. Two things to notes, we have noticed work is not taking place on a daily 
basis and there appears to be no monitoring of the work. Secondly, could you not have 
set an date in the contract that takes into account the weather. If regular work is not 
taking place now it is likely to be further delayed once the weather deteriorates.  
You state the car parking income is to be used to ‘maintain & enhance the park’ there has 
been no mention of any planned enhancements. Nigel Grundy in his statement says ‘The 
Open Spaces Strategy reinforces the importance of green spaces for communities and 
wildlife’. This planned action contradicts this statement as people may be restricted in 
their usage by economic necessity. This is particularly important from the perspective of 
the obesity & mental health crisis we have in this country. One local resident commented 
‘The Park has been a life saver for me’. If charges are introduced why is there no cheaper 
season ticket option unlike all the other car parks in Blaby.   
This issue highlights BDC’s approach to planning. If you include the farce if of the ‘Little 
Glen’ development, the uproar regarding the Blaby Golf Centre development and the ill 
thought out massive proposed development in Countesthorpe. All of these things have 



one thing in common, a lack of understanding of the needs of the local population. Whilst 
we are all aware of the financial issues regarding local government, BDC seems to be 
operating with minimal consideration and scant regard for the residents. This is 
compounded by the fact that the relevant representations of BDC are never available in 
the public domain to explain their decisions. 

54 04/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Hi, 
I believe that if you introduce a parking fee, no matter how small, for parking at Bouskell 
Park people will be parking on the streets around it. This will cause issues for residents 
who are already having to deal with people parking there to avoid the car parking charges 
in blaby.  

55 04/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
People will not viait the 
park, this will be 
detrimental to Blaby 

Dear Councillors, 
You are voted into your position to work on behalf of the public and not for your own 
personal agenda.  
We are forever being told to "get out and move more" yet this proposed plan is certainly 
going against this advice. It is proven that walking is not only good for keeping healthy but 
also very good for everyones mental and emotional well-being. Being a weekly user of the 
park I am one of the many people who enjoy everything that it offers and with the car park 
currently being closed you can see exactly what will happen, as many people will stop 
using the park, choosing to park on nearby roads. If you care to take the time to get out of 
your plush offices and drive to Freer Close you can see the congestion and trouble this is 
already causing for residents. 
 When I come for my walk, we meet in the car-park, often walking several miles, around 
the park and local back roads, before heading to a local coffee shop and spending £20 on 
coffee and cake. Valuable income for one of the many coffee shops. Can you afford for 
Blaby Town centre to become even quieter? Since losing Waitrose, Blaby has become a 
ghost town, full of hairsalons/ barbers and charity shops. If you want to encourage people 
to come to the centre and spend money in the local shops, then do NOT introduce 
parking charges. It makes no  sense. The income that it may raise will be dwarfed by the 



amount of money the shops will lose, as I am not the only one that will take my morning 
walk elsewhere, possibly down at Fosse Park along Aylestone Meadows. 
If you introduce parking charges, it is another nail in the coffin for Blaby. 
Regards 

56 04/11/2024 School run Against Shouldn't have to  pay to 
do the school run  

I’m sending this email to say my views on parking charges at bouskell park Blaby  
So I drive to school run as I literally have to go straight to work I park at bouskell for the 
school drop off and pick up This stops drives being blocked It’s helps safety of children 
And it does the children good to have that little walk to school By putting in charges 
parents from the school are going to struggle more on where to park and this I find very 
upsetting We are parking at this car park to help the nearby residents and then this 
happens I feel more paying is wrong Why should I pay to park just to drop my children to 
school It’s just a money grabbing service Sent from my iPhone 

57 04/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Park should be free for 
users 

My objections and representations will be as bullet points  
I see no positives to parking charges apart from jumping on the same band wagon to 
make money, to create the odd job for parking meter attendant, and monies vanishing 
into the abyss  
Take away ….a place of sanctuary for many  
Take away ….a peaceful no worry area to absorb times and moments to  quietly 
reminisce and gather memories for many  
Take away ….an area to meet friends free of parking meters to console the sad , to tell 
stories to those who need a cheery time to laugh together without being timed. 
Take away ….the colourful beauty of foliage and forna for those of artistic tendency either 
to paint or make stories of past present and future without clock watching  
Take time away…. for Healing this requires time, not an alarm clock  
Take away time…. for those who are slow to move, (the elderly )  
Take away time…. to dismount wheelchairs, pushchair , mobility aids.  
Take away…. For  the time to ponder and reminisce  
Take time away for our dog training time and doggie socialising ,  because of clock 
watching  



Take away free time…. , for long summery picnics during our summers ,  for our children 
Take away time…. for our children to play and explore the beautiful nature of Bouskell 
park , explanations, descriptions all take free caring time …. Not to have the restraints of 
clock watching  
Take away time…. for a therapeutic time for those recovering from illness or operations, 
re-cooperations cannot be timed 
Take away time…. to slowly read and observe our newspapers and books 
Take away time …..from others who catch buses to spend time on Bouskell park, they 
travel from other surrounding villages to find peace of Bousekell park  
This also encourages many to shop in Blaby after their time spent meandering on our 
beautiful open space free from parking park .   

All of my above statements are on behalf  of ‘The Many’ who pride ourselves to have the 
great pleasure of our Beautiful Bouskell park and surroundings . 

You are resurfacing the car park surface, but you are duty bound to make safe the ground 
for parking, it was a danger waiting to happen with its unkept treacherous pot hole edges  

Blaby is a totally valued area loved by many . Please think hard and take into 
consideration of the detrimental effect this will be felt by many residents .  

Your sincerely  

58 05/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Park should be free for 
users 

Dear planning, I am responding to your notice to possibly introduce parking charges.  I 
believe strongly that everyone should have access to outdoor spaces for wellbeing  
purposes, without the burden of costs.  
This is an ideal park for wheelchair users, due to pathways.  
Volunteers got together (for free) to help uncover archaeology to add interest, to the 
parks history.  
People use it as a safe place to walk.  
Its a place to meet a friend and somewhere to picnic. 
We all have to pay to park to shop, in Narborough and Blaby; even if you just need a 
birthday card or to buy a news paper or to buy an ice cream; can you not just allow people 
at least 1hour free parking to enjoy a walk in the park? Perhaps a nominal fee for the the 



2nd hour or a max of 2hrs to keep those drivers tempted to leave their car there all day 
away? 
We need to encourage people to walk and to get out and about, please dont penalise 
people for doing so.   
I believe parking on the road will increase as everyone will want to avoid charges; 
especially if they are a frequent user and that could prove too much.  
Some shops have already closed in Blaby and businesses struggle. The BDC should be 
encouraging people into the center and to spend, supporting local businesses. I'm sure 
park users also spend money locally!  
Why dont you hold special events there, which could raise money in other ways?  
I object to parking charges per se.  
Regards, 

59 05/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

During the work on the car park it has been closed and Freer Close has become the park 
car park. Sometimes cars on the pavement on both sides of the road! This makes it 
difficult for access and dangerous for prams pushchairs and mobility scooters. I live on 
Free Close  
If charges are made for the car park, the public will be reluctant to pay and continue to 
park on Freer Close. 
Please reconsider parking charges before there is a serious incident, perhaps some 
temporary parking restrictions will help in the short term. 
Regards,  

60 05/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Discourages use of park / 
vehicle displacement 

Dear BDC 
I am writing to you with our objection to the intended car parking charges at Bouskill park 
Blaby. 
We are live in Blaby and are regular walkers along with our dog at this park. 
We and others considered ourselves fortunate to have this facility to excersize ourselves 
and our dog and meet up with our friends,and quite happy that the considerable rates we 
pay support this park. 
However the intended parking charges you want to put in place are unconstructive and 
unfair to users of the park, resulting in , more off road parking, less users of the park 
affecting their right to excersize and possibly their mental health. 
The work is totally unecessary as the car park was adequate as it was and never full, why 
you feel it necessary to widen the entrance is beyond comprehension as it is more than 



enough for cars and vans. 
We hope you will listen to all of the objections and allow common sense to prevail and 
not put these charges to be put in place. 
Yours sincerely 

61 05/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Park should be free for 
users 

Dear Sirs 
This park was purchased by Blaby District Council from the Bouskell family in the 1990's, 
as open space for the "people of Blaby district". 
I enjoy my walk around the park but at  years old, I do need to drive a short journey 
there when taking the dog.  If a charge was to be made I would have to give this up, which 
effect mine and  all round wellbeing. 
Therefore, I object profusely to the proposed car park charge, Blaby District Council 
receive enough Council Tax from myself to cover parking. 
Yours sincerely 

62 05/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle Displacement 

Please accept this email as an objection against proposed parking charges on Bouskell 
Park. 
As a resident of nearby  I see people who work in the village park on this and 
surrounded roads all day, every day. This problem has increased since the Bouskell Park 
car park works started so I am in no doubt that introducing charges will exacerbate the 
issue. 
It is my understanding that car park improvements have been funded through UK SPF so 
money is not required for the works to be carried out.  
Regards, 

63 05/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 
/reduces footfall in Blaby  

I absolutely disagree to implement parking charges at Bouskell park. 
This is for the following reasons 
1) people will not use the car park anymore and street park. I live in  and 
congestion is already an issue due to Wigston road car park become a pay and display. 
People will park around here and make there way to Bouskell via the field gate at church 
road or mill lane. 
2) Blaby has been reduced to a barber /charity shop since all the other parking charges 
have been enforced. I remember blaby being a vibrant village. Footfall as reduced so 



much due to the charges that the best shops have move on. Take note of Fosse Park 
where parking is free? The car parks are full and the area is thriving. Remove the charges 
and bring people back 
3) your creating a ghost town. Pushing more people away with this scheme 
4) Considering there is no money around how can you justify spending all this amount on 
a more than adequate car park. There are so many other projects that would benefit the 
residents and visitors to blaby 
I welcome your response 

64 05/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Discourages use of park 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
I would like to register my objection to the proposed charges for parking at Bouskall Park. 
I feel this a ludicrous idea! If you want people to use the park why charge for parking? 
People will choose to go elsewhere which would have a detrimental effect on the shops 
in Blaby. 
Also, I am sure that people will end up parking in the surrounding streets which will be 
problem for those living around it. I can imagine people parking on Welford Road and 
causing traffic chaos, possibly leading to more accidents when people (especially 
children) cross this road. 
Please reconsider this proposal. 
With thanks  

65 05/11/2024 Waste of 
money Against Parks should be free 

I object to car parking charges at our local parks. Also the move to cashless payment 
which excludes our more vulnerable members of the community.   
I object to Bouskell Park and Fosse Meadows being used as revenue generating assets. 
It appears to be already have been approved years ago as per Parks Open Space Strategy. 
However, Appendix A stated approved subject to Business Plan. Where is this?  



66 05/11/2024 Waste of 
money Against 

Will not generate income/ 
vehicle displacement/ 
reduced Blaby footfall/ 
resident health 

I would like to object to the proposed parking being introduced at Bouskell Park in Blaby, 
for the following reasons: 
Firstly, the proposed financial benefits will not materialise. Similar claims were made 
when charges were introduced at Blaby's other car parks, and the revenue ended up 
being much lower than expected. People simply went elsewhere or parked on the streets. 
Secondly, people parking on the streets will create needless disruption for residents. 
Thirdly, it will put people off visiting Blaby, having a knock-on effect on local businesses 
(just as your earlier car park charges did). 
Fourthly, the UK has a huge ill-health problem. Getting exercise in local parks should be 
encouraged, not penalised. This is especially true in that the poorest people in the UK 
have, on average, the worst health. 
Fifthly, the car park is used by people dropping their children off at Thistly Meadow 
School and picking them up. These people will end up being pushed into parking on busy 
roads at rush hour, creating traffic problems and increasing the risk of a child being ran 
over. 
Best wishes 

67 05/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Other ways to generate 
income/ discourages 
people to Blaby 

Good evening, hope you are all well. 
As part of your Car Parking consultation with the residents within BDC, could you kindly 
address the issue charging genuine shoppers using St Johns Car Park Blaby. Whilst I 
appreciate there needs to be other ways BDC has to raise much needed funds personally 
for me it does put myself and many others I know off shopping in Blaby due to enforced 
charging (unless of course you shop at Aldi). Therefore would it be possible to have 
consultation with the likes of Iceland, Greggs Savers, Dominos Pizza etc that if you spend 
X amount they will reimburse the parking charge? (Iceland used to do this) 
Alternatively on the boundary of the car park why don't you use this as advertising space 
whereby you can rent out x amount of meters and private/national company's can use 
this to advertise their products (am sure this could be very lucrative for the council). 
Kind regards 

68 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Good Morning, 
I am writing to you today concerning the proposed charge of parking at Bouskell park. 
I am a resident of Freer Close and have been for almost 7 years. The key concern I have is 
the already increasing number of cars parked on our cul de sac. I have a young, 12 week 
old baby and multiple times since the car park has been closed, I've had to walk down the 



middle of the road with my pushchair as people are choosing to park inconsiderately, 
blocking the pavements. Many residents already have a vehicle that must be parked on 
the road and it's creating an influx of additional traffic. I believe that inccuring a fee to 
park will only add to this issue. 
I am aware that cameras were fitted recently in the street for a very short period of time - I 
am hoping that this small amount of evidence will not be used to sway the decision either 
way. 
The peak time for the traffic increase will be the Summer. Many families attend bouskell 
park to play games, walk their dogs and have picnics during these months and I already 
see the impact odlf increased traffic parked on our road during these months, without the 
parking fee being introduced. 
There are numerous children that live on this street in addition to my own. Please can you 
consider the safety and practicalities of residents before imposing the new charges. 
Regards, 

69 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Hi, 
I hope this email finds you well.  
I am writing this email to share my views on the detrimental impact putting in place 
parking charges at Bouskell Park will have on the local roads. 
As a resident of Freer Close, opposite the entrance site to Bouskell Park, the concern that 
imposing parking charges will have on the parking on this street will be massively 
impacted. The street is already busier than ever with the charges in Blaby that have 
already been imposed as we are one of the closest 'free parking' streets there is to the 
centre.  
Parking on this street unfortunately has been and continues to be done in an incredibly 
selfish way. Unfortunately this is not something that we can directly influence apart from 
offering appropriate free parking. Double parking on both sides of the road causes 
concern that emergency vehicles would not be able to access the street and also blocks 
pavements.  
We are a through road for schools, families to access the park and as a mum-to-be, there 
would be many times that I would have to push my baby in the road as access on the 
paths has been overtaken by cars.  
Please do consider the impact on the local residents, the street will continue to be 
abused for free parking until it is full and only then will people choose whether to pay to 



park. 
If you must put parking charges in place, please consider offering an hour or two for free 
so that anybody in the community can enjoy the local green space without having to pay 
for the experience or park dangerously on an already busy residential street.  
Many thanks, I hope you take into consideration the huge impact this decision will bring. 

70 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Good morning 
I am very concerned about the charges to be proposed at Bouskell car park.  
I live on freer close  
I've noticed already a lot of people parking inconsiderately as well as blocking the 
pavements, which means walking in the road for pedestrians.  
Also when driving into freer close from the main road is difficult when another car is trying 
to drive out.  
Surely the public should be allowed to walk their dog or take the family for a walk in the 
park without the paying charges. It’s going to cause so many problems with cars finding 
other places to park their cars.  
We are very concerned how this will affect parking and driving to our homes.  
Regards 

71 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
Vehicle displacement/ 
waste of money / won't 
generate income 

Hello BDC,  
I am writing to object to the proposed charges being introduced at the above park. I live 
just off Winchester road and foresee many regular users just parking on local streets.  
This in its self is not an issue as most users of the park would probably park considerately 
on public roads. What consideration has BDC made on this point?   
I would like to appreciate how the costs are calculated for parking charges? Or are they 
just in line with local car parks.  
Main question, how long does BDC consider it would take to recoup the £440,000 spent 
on this, as well as keep the level of maintenance to the park (well kept so thank you for 
this)?  
Best regards,  



72 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages visitors to 
Blaby / parks should be 
free 

Morning 
I’m contacting you regarding the proposed parking charges at Bouskell Park in Blaby and I 
find it very disappointing that you are even considering charging for this. 
A number of people visit Bouskell Park every day for exercise but also for social reasons 
and they’ve already told me that they won’t be paying to park especially as many of these 
are elderly and living on reduced income. As a local council you should be encouraging 
people to visit Bouskell Park for health and wellbeing reasons.  I also believe that the 
parking charges will lead to more vehicles parking on the surrounding rounds as already 
happens due to the parking charges on other car parks. 
Personally, I will not be paying to use Bouskell Park so I will either park elsewhere in Blaby 
or I will go somewhere else altogether but when I visit I will often go to the local cafes e.g. 
the Nak’d Barista, Jennos etc so again those shops will see lower footfall. 
This is slightly off-topic but I now don’t visit Blaby as often as I did in the past and this is 
partly due to the parking charges. For example, last week I wanted something from the 
DIY shop but I couldn’t find a free parking space so I carried on to Broughton Astley and 
used the DIY shop there – free parking! Another time recently I wanted to go to Savers in 
Blaby but again I couldn’t park so I purchased what I wanted on Amazon instead. As most 
of my visits to Blaby now are just to visit one shop, maybe 10 minutes at the most, I don’t 
want to spend time paying 70p for parking for just a short visit. 
Unfortunately the people who make these decisions don’t seem to have a great deal of 
business sense and are unaware of the long-term implications that parking charges have 
on the local economy especially as we have Fosse Park nearby which offers free parking. 
If you just offered 30 minutes free parking I believe this would result in more footfall in 
Blaby and greater prosperity in the long-run. 
Blaby is not such an attractive place to shop ever since Waitrose left and we now have 
charity shops, nail bars, “Turkish barbers” (a problem in other towns I know) but why not 
try to encourage people to visit Blaby instead of trying to push them away?  At Christmas 
you offer free parking so you obviously realise that the charges affect peoples’ behaviour.  
Regards 



73 06/11/2024 Other Against 
First hour should be free/ 
charges should be 
between 9 and 3 

Re Bouskell Park – Proposed Implementation of Parking Charges 
I am writing to express my concerns with regard to the proposed implementation of 
parking charges on Bouskell Park. 
I appreciate that Blaby District Council have a car parking strategy for car parks within the 
Blaby District however to set a precedence on a recreational park is not something that I 
feel should be considered. 
I am realistic and after witnessing the Scrutiny meeting that took place at the Council 
Offices I believe the charges will take place but what I am requesting is that:  
• The first hour should be free 
• The charges would ideally be between 9 to 3 
• Disabled parking should be free 
• Free parking on Sunday 
I believe this request can be supported as follows: 
• Recreational use is vital for the wellbeing of residents both in the immediate vicinity of 
Bouskell park and for those who live further afield and require transport to access the 
park. 
• Bouskell Park is a unique park and cannot be compared to other parks in other 
neighbouring villages hence why people travel and I think a free hour is not unreasonable 
to offer. 
• If charges are implemented I feel those who have been parking for free for long periods 
of time will start to park on local streets to avoid paying the charges and this will generate 
a whole new problem for the council to deal with at some significant cost.  I have photos 
that have recently been taken demonstrating dangerous and thoughtless parking that I 
can provide as evidence of my concerns if required. 
• I support the idea that people i.e non-residents of Blaby should not be parking on 
Bouskell Park and then to walking to the village to work all day, or catch the bus into town 
however, as the most local resident to the park I don’t believe this is the case  

The feedback from the freedom of 
information request demonstrated that there had been 6 formal complaints in the last 
few years and they were with regard to the state of the car park, flooding, lack of disabled 
car parking availability and no availability for normal drivers.  This is not sufficient 
evidence to support charges and nor was the review in Feb/March.  
• Elderly and disabled residents drive to the park on a regular basis and it is unreasonable 



for them to pay charges while they seek an hour of respite from what could be an isolated 
existence and in some cases these residents have no outside area at their own 
residences. 
• In some instances dogs require transport to the park due to their own restrictions but 
they still require recreational access to the park. 
• Parents park on the carpark for a short period of time at school drop off and pick up 
times to avoid congestion outside the Thisley Meadow School and the surrounding 
streets and free parking for an hour or ideally charges only between 9 to 3 would mean 
this could continue to do this.  The other advantage of this initiative is that families could 
enjoy the park before and/or after a school day.  The encouragement of family outdoor 
activity is paramount for the physical and mental wellbeing of children and I am sure the 
Council and Government supports this. 
• There is a large community of dog walkers that use the park especially before 9 and 
after 3 who would all benefit from restricted hours of the charges. 
I hope this request could be seriously considered and discussed by the Consultation 
Panel as it would have a detrimental effect on all the residents  young and old, those who 
live within the immediate vicinity of the park and especially those who have to travel to 
enjoy Bouskell Park and its extensive surroundings.  As an initiative that is not replicated 
in the Blaby District but maybe extended to other parks and recreational areas in the 
future, I really if wellbeing of all residents.  A poor precedence will have an adverse effect 
on the use of all local parks in the future for little monetary gain and affect the wellbeing 
of residents who will not use the park for what it was originally intended. 
Yours sincerely  

74 06/11/2024 Other Against Vehicle displacement / 
parks should reamin free 

Dear Blaby District Council. 
Bouskell Park was secured in the 1990’s as a recreational space for the village of Blaby 
and its residents. As such the residents of Blaby should have free access to the park land 
without being charged. Park walks are a valuable form of recreation, for health and well-
being for the local community. 
While I have no objections to improvements to the car parking at Bouskell park in 
principle, I must strongly object to the idea of introducing parking charges to use this 
recreational area. 
If charges of any amount were to be introduced at Bouskell park, the good people of 
Blaby will park anywhere but the car park, causing more problems in the area and making 



the car park improvements unnecessary and thus a complete waste of rate payers’ 
money.  
Council officials have a duty of care to manage the community facilities for the benefit of 
the community. The opposite will happen if Parking charges are introduced. Us residents 
pay our rates for access and use of local facilities like parks, so it wrong to charge us 
again to use them.  
To encourage park users not to use the unnecessarily improved car park by applying 
charges, must be considered bad management of rate payers’ money by the council. 
Procedures do exist to deal with councils that miss manage public money. 
I would expect the council to conduct its self in a manner which is to the best interest of 
its residents and rate payers. It would seem that this is far from the case with recent 
proposals from Blaby District Council. 
Yours Sincerely 

75 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement / 2 
hours should be free 

To whomever it concerns, 
I would like to raise my concerns about introducing car park fees to the car park at 
Bouskell park.  I feel that a free two hour with ANPR cameras to govern this and fine those 
that stay longer is a better way forward.   
If you charge to park, people will park along the main road causing visibility issues and 
safety concerns for crossing.  
It will drive many people away from this park to go to others that do have free parking.  
A two hour free park allows people to enjoy the park but prevents people miss using the 
car park to do other daily tasks such as work and park for free.  
I feel the council should reconsider the charging plan to allow equity for all to use this 
space for free.  
Regards 

76 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against People won't use 
park/vehicle displacement 

I am writing to make my objections to the proposed introduction of parking charges at 
Bouskell Park. 
The park is a vital and well used green space, providing a great place to take exercise and 
improve mental health for people of all ages. I walk in this park frequently since moving to 
the area and have made many friends by doing so.  To introduce charges will deter many 
people from being able to use the park, therefore having a negative effect on the 
community’s wellbeing.  
It will also encourage people to park on nearby residential roads, causing potential  



problems for local residents. Welford Road is already a busy road and just one parked car 
causes congestion.  
I hope you will take my comments into consideration.  
Yours sincerely  

77 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 1 hour free parking should 
be offered 

I believe the council are making a poor decision with implementing car park chargesat 
Bouskell Park.  
For many years we have been encouraging residence both within the district out of the 
district, visit our district and what we have to offer. By implementing the charges you will 
either put off these visitors or just force them to park on the roads.  
Whilst I understand the council wishes to make car park cost neutral it should not be 
done at the detriment of the as described crown jewel of car parks in the district. 
I believe the council should consider a period of free parking up to 1 hour. This will allow 
the genuine use of the park to still carry out their visit.  
Kind regards  

78 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Dear Sir/Madam  
I am writing to the council with regards to the proposed parking charges on Bouskell Park.  
I am a frequent user of the park and can walk from my house and will not be directly 
affected by the charges. I would like to bring to the council's attention that l have heard 
conversations from park users that they will not be paying for the car park. Instead they 
will be parking on nearby streets for no cost.. this leads me onto the issue with parking on 
Freer Close. There has been an increase in people parking on the Close. I have seen 
people in mobility scooters and people pushing pushchairs using the road as some cars 
are parking on the pavements particularly at the bottom of the Close.  

 it can be challenging entering the road at times and negotiating between parked 
cars. I would have concerns if emergency vehicles needed to attend an address as the 
vehicles are larger and may be unable to access a person needing their services.  
Could the council reconsider charging for using Bouskell car park a l anticipate car 
drivers will use roads like Freer Close and nearby roads to park, rather than pay.  
Regards  



79 06/11/2024   For Charges are a good idea 

Dear Sir / Madam, 
I would like to leave comments regarding the Off-Street Parking Places Order in respect 
of the new renovated car park at Bouskell Park. 
I would support the proposed car parking charges because:- 
It will help ensure the car park is used by those wishing to use the park rather than those 
taking advantage of free spaces that they for other purposes. 
It’s fair that those that benefit from the use of the park and the parking pay for that 
pleasure like many other public parks. 
The fees paid by the people that park there will help maintain the new work rather than it 
be burden on those that don’t. 
Lastly (and to be frank), the cost of the parking is in line with other car parks in Balby and 
is not excessive. 
Kind Regards 

80 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
I am a resident of the Close [number 15] and am writing about both the proposed car 
parking charges at Bouskell Park and the excessive and irresponsible parking that has, 
and no doubt will continue to be, an issue on Freer Close. My specific points are: 
1.I have already found that on 2 /3 occasions it has been extremely difficult to get out of 
or into the Close due to the number of vehicles parked. My specific point regarding entry 
to the Close is that the double yellow lines are often ignored or indeed do not go up the 
Close far enough to enable safe entry into the Close when cars are parked on both sides. 
2.Whilst to date I am not aware that any of the neighbors have had their driveways 
blocked [you may have had such e mails however], the very layout of the Close means 
that once cars are parked anyone driving up or down the Close will literally have to weave 
left and right to avoid cars parking on alternate sides. 
3.More significantly, any [larger] trade vehicles or public vehicles [ambulances, fire 
engines etc] would find access impossible. To me and indeed some of the 'older' 
residents nearby this is potentially a very significant Health and Safety issue.  
4. Linked to the above is the increasing difficulty to use the footpath areas for both 
wheelchairs/pram users and mobility users. 
4.The closure of the car park at present, during the winter months when it it would be 
least used, is also telling; I am commenting on issues that I can see currently affecting 
the Close. During the warmer summer months I can anticipate that the problem will be 



much worse as visitors will look at any way possible of avoiding paying car park charges. 
5,Bouskell Park is rightly lauded as a 'gem' in Blaby village - it is very well used by all and 
should be accessible at the point of use to all. The proposal to  charge goes against 
everything that I feel has been positive from the council and is something that should be 
reconsidered and reversed.  

81 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of the 
park/ vehicle 
displacement 

Dear Blaby District Council, 
I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed introduction of parking 
charges at Bouskell Park following its renovation. While I appreciate the council’s efforts 
to enhance the park’s facilities and create a welcoming space for the community, I 
believe that implementing parking fees would have several unintended negative impacts. 
Firstly, Bouskell Park has long been a valuable recreational area where families, dog 
walkers, and individuals can enjoy the outdoors without financial barriers. Charging for 
parking risks discouraging regular visitors and reducing accessibility for families and 
individuals who may already be facing economic pressures. Free public parks are a 
critical resource, offering a space where people from all walks of life can engage with 
nature and promote their well-being. Introducing fees might deter local residents from 
visiting as frequently, ultimately reducing the community value the park provides. 
Furthermore, charging for parking may lead to increased congestion in nearby residential 
areas, as visitors attempt to avoid fees by parking on adjacent streets. This could not only 
inconvenience local residents but also create potential safety issues in terms of traffic 
and pedestrian access around the park. 
While I understand that maintenance and improvements come with costs, I encourage 
the council to consider alternative revenue sources that would not directly impact park 
visitors. Options such as local sponsorship, grants, or community fundraisers could help 
cover expenses without compromising accessibility. 
Thank you for considering my perspective on this matter. I hope the council will take into 
account the importance of keeping Bouskell Park as an open and accessible space for 
everyone in our community. 
Yours sincerely, 



82 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against 
Discourages use of 
park/costs are rising for 
people too much 

I am writing in regards to the decision to implement a fee to use the carpark at one of our 
local and ever dwindling green spaces. 
It’s deeply saddening and concerning to hear that yet again, the greed of a council is 
impacting it’s local residents ability to use an area to stretch their legs, exercise dogs, 
allow children to safely play outdoors, breathe in fresh air away from vehicles on the road 
and ultimately clear their minds. 
While we are in a height of a mental health crisis across the UK and ‘go for a walk 
outdoors’ is on the list of advice people are given on the waitlist for professional help, it 
feels bizarre to me that the council would want to charge people for wanting to use a 
walking area when they need to arrive by car. 
Blaby council have already put the nail in the coffin with village centre carpark charges, to 
the point I refuse to visit unless it’s at the free Aldi carpark. A real miss for local business, 
but I like many others, will not give a penny more to the extortionate greed of this 
shortsighted council. 
It’s also worth noting the disappointment from local residents when I had to strike off 
Bouskell park from my list for a local ladies walking group that I run, the criteria is very 
simple: Nearby, set path to follow & free parking. This is very discouraging against the 
narrative that encourages people to get out and about to participate in exercise - 
especially the older generations who rely on such groups to socialize. 
Lastly I will mention the lingering feeling that the only purpose for these charges is to kill 
off the number of visitors to this park, in turn building a case against maintaining its use 
as a park and before we know it - there will be a planning application for an absurd 
number of houses or warehousing I’ve no doubt. 
I hope you can consider my reason for such a strong objection. 
We appreciate there’s no money in the kitty at the moment, but it’s the same for local 
people where purse strings are extremely tight as it is, without paying to get fresh air. 
Daylight robbery at its finest. 
Thank you for taking the time to read my email. 
Regards 



83 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against 
First hour should be free/ 
charges should be 
between 9 and 3 

Dear Sirs, 
RE: Consultation - Parking Charges Bouskell Park, Blaby LE8 4FS 
I am writing to express my concerns and alternative suggestions, regarding the proposed 
parking charges for Bouskell Park in Blaby. 
Whilst I accept Blaby District Council has a car parking strategy for car parks within the 
Blaby District and needs to recover running costs, I do not believe there should be short-
term parking charges on car parks for recreational parks.   I believe residents and visitors 
should be encouraged to use the parks for recreational activity, to promote good health 
and well being.   I also believe that, if the proposed charges for short-term  parking are 
introduced it may reduce the use of the park and increase the amount of on-street 
parking, causing potential disruption to the flow of traffic and potential increased risk of 
accidents. 
My suggestions and reasons are: 
• The first hour of parking should be free 
• The charges should ideally be between 9:00 and 15:00 
• Disabled parking should be free 
• Free parking on Sundays 
If the first hour is free it should continue to encourage those who use the park for regular 
exercise,  or take their dogs for a walk twice a day.  It will also help with parents, or 
guardians who park their car and walk to take or collect their children to Thistly Meadow 
Primary School . 
Another suggestion would be just to have charges between 9:00 and 15:00 which would 
allow early and later afternoon walkers, or parents and guardians to use the park twice 
per day at school start and finish times.  This would also reduced the costs associated 
with enforcement. 
I believe there should be no charge for those users who are disabled. 
If there were no parking charges on Sunday it would again encourage greater use of the 
park on Sundays and reduce the costs associated with enforcement. 
I do accept that parking for free whilst not using the park and avoiding charges at other 
car parks is not fair. 
I welcome the opportunity for this consultation. 
Yours faithfully  



84 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Parks should remain free 
for users 

Hello 
I am writing to say I strongly disagree to the parking charges but postponed at Bouskell 
Park. 
This is a open green space and should have free parking for everyone to use, I take my 
disabled mum here to get her out for some fresh air and the parking charges will just be 
yet another added expense. 
I beg you to re consider bringing in parking charges at Bouskell Park. 
Thanks in advance. 

85 06/11/2024 Other Against 

Vehicle 
displacement/parents will 
struggle to drop off/pick 
up children 

I am writing to put forward my objection to the planned parking charges the District 
Council are wanting to impose on the car park at Bouskell Park.  
 
Whilst I appreciate the need to widen the car park entrance for the modern car and 
understand that a grant has been used to modernise and widen the parking space, I 
wholeheartedly object to the unnecessary charges the BDC wish to impose. I can only 
assume that you do not reside in Blaby, or you would be more sensitive to the uproar this 
news has created in our community. Bouskell Park was gifted to the residents of Blaby 
many many years ago by the owners of Blaby Hall. It is a little peace of tranquil heaven in 
the middle of a forever growing community. And it is very disappointing and upsetting to 
see that BDC fail to see this as the gift as it was intended, but rather as another means to 
make money.  
 

 
 By imposing such charges, you will be hitting the most vulnerable and elderly of 

our community. The park is frequented by not only elderly members but by many care 
workers and their vulnerable clients. It’s perfectly set up to provide a safe environment 
for these vulnerable community members to get exercise and fresh air without the added 
stresses of a financial burden. 
 
I also appreciate the frustration you must be feeling that the parking charges imposed in 
the village have failed to return fruition and is most probably costing the BDC however I 
can assure you, people are not using the park car park to park and shop… I haven’t seen 
anyone wheel a trolley to the car park after a big shop at Iceland and Aldi. What’s the 
point when you have a free car park attached the Aldi. What the parking charges in the 



village have done is drive people away - and this is very apparent when you look at the 
reduced footfall in the village day on day and the number of shops that have closed as a 
result or reduced capacity such as the chemist. 
 
All that your parking charges will do is drive people out of the car park and onto the 
neighbouring roads, or worse still, away from the park itself. There’s currently no 
restricted parking along Welford Road and Freer Close. We have seen the chaos the 
closed car park has created on our roads over the short number of weeks the car park has 
been closed (and this is during the winter period and with many people probably thinking 
the park is closed). This will only be exasperated during the warmer months. Freer close 
has become a car park, in some days it has been impossible for local residents to find 
parking spaces. I have attached a photo of the road in a dreary Saturday afternoon. 
Imagine this along Welford and other neighbouring roads. And if the intention is for the 
BDC to alter restrictions along Welford and freer to deter this - firstly I would question 
whether this was a fair, necessary spend of tax payers money, and then ask why should 
residents pay the price for the councils unnecessary need to squeeze more money from 
the community. Why should we not be able to park outside our own houses?? 
 
The parks car park is used by the local primary school parents, supporting the park and 
stride scheme that is promoted by local authorities and school. Where the car park is 
situated provides a safe route for the primary children to walk (aged 4-11 year olds). And 
by charging you are shifting parents away from this safe space to local residents streets, 
which are already heaving with traffic and are becoming a hazard. Thistly  Meadow has 
doubled in size over the last year or so, which has of course doubled the amount of traffic 
on our roads. 
 
I believe the reason for considering parking charges is due to complaints about parking 
(freedom of information showed that a grand total of 4 complaints were made about 
parking over a 2 year period) and the need for the park to be more self sufficient. The 
grant is paying for the modernisations that have already started so the only costs would 
be maintaining which are already budgeted for and we pay for through our taxes and for 
any unnecessary upgrades such as electric charging point (which is not only an 
unnecessary spend of tax payers money where the majority of community do not drive an 



electric car and in any case would pay for themselves in due course).  
 
The parking charges are not wanted at Bouskell. The charges will have a devastating 
effect to the users of the park. It’s not as if there are other amenities on the park that 
would warrant the need for people to visit and spend, such as a cafe or a boating lake or 
fishing. You are effectively wanting to charge people for stretching their legs and getting 
some fresh air… it is greedy and heartless… 
 
As put forward if parking charges would want to be imposed, there should at least be 
some sort of compromise such as the first hour for free. This would show empathy for our 
most vulnerable. What has hurt the community is the sheer lack of consideration to 
consult Blaby resident PRIOR to work starting - it is back handed and entitled and 
unfortunately does not win respect. 
 
I truly hope the BDC careful consider the pleas of the community - this has really upset us 
all. We feel you have tarnished the most beautiful asset of our village…  
 
Please provide confirmation that you have received this email. I am more than happy to 
elaborate on any of my points above.  
 
Regards  

86 06/11/2024 

Discourages 
use of the 
park/ 
coming to 
Blaby 

Against Parks should be 
free/waste of money 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
I wish to object to the proposed parking charge at the renovated Bouskell Park in Blaby.  
As a local resident, I am firstly disgusted at the amount of money which has been spent 
on a refurbishment which was objected to by local residents, and the exorbitant costs of 
such refurbishment which could have been put to better use elsewhere. 
I am now very disappointed that there is a proposed parking charge, which is again rather 
exorbitant for using it. I appreciate that the car park may have been a little small at times, 
but there have also been a number of other times when the car park was virtually empty. I 
would really like to promote local businesses and buy local, but the introduction, and 
then steep price rises have almost made it impossible to shop and/or 'take leisure' in 
Blaby - I will invariably now go to Fosse Meadows, because the parking is free, but this is 
not good gr the environment or the local economy. 



I ask that you defer from charging for the newly 'upgraded' car park at Bouskell Park, and 
instead promote the concelt of buying local, supporting the local economy amd 
encouraging people to 'leave the car at home'. 
Kind Regards, 

87 06/11/2024 
People 
parking on 
the street 

Against Vehicle displacement 

We are very concerned that you are going to charge for parking at Bouskelll Park .  
We live  which is a nightmare whilst the car park is closed and  we know this 
situation will continue if you impose charges.  
Access to the street is very dangerous and cars are blocking the pavements as the road is 
narrow .  

88 06/11/2024 School run Against School parking 

Hi, 
I would like to raise my objection against the proposed parking charges at Bouskall Park 
Blaby. 
This car park is used daily by parents taking their kids to school and the charges will mean 
even more congestion at school times than there already is.  
Regards, 

 

 

 




